
NCCLS ORDER OF DRAW 

⇒ BLOOD CULTURES 

⇒ LIGHT BLUE 

⇒ SST/TIGER TOP TUBES 

⇒ RED TOP 

⇒ GREEN TOP TUBES 

⇒ PST TUBES (LIGHT GREEN) 

⇒ LAVENDER TOP TUBES 

⇒ GRAY TOP TUBES 

⇒ ANY OTHER TUBES 
**This order of draw is from NCCLS Standards** 
The release of tissue thromboplastin immediately 
after a venipuncture may affect some test results. 
Therefore, when collecting multiple specimens or 
specimens for coagulation tests, the order of draw is 
important. Mixing or pouring-over of blood from one 
collecting tube to another is strictly prohibited and will 
cause erroneous test results and compromise patient safety.C
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NCCLS ORDER OF DRAW 

Closure Color Collection Tube Mix by Inverting

Lavender Tube
CBC
A1C

Sed Rate 

SST Tube
CMP
Renal 

Electrolytes 
Potassium 

Red Top Tube
Medication  Level 

or

or

or

• Blood Cultures—SPS

• Citrate Tube* 

• BD Vacutainer SST 
    Gel Separator Tube

• Serum Tube 
    (glass or plastic)

• Heparin Tube 
• BD Vacutainer PST 
    Gel Separator Tube 
    With Heparin 

• EDTA Tube 

•   Fluoride (glucose) 

8 to 10 times 

3 to 4 times 

5 times

5 times (plastic) 
None (glass) 

8 to 10 times 

8 to 10 times 

8 to 10  times 

8 to 10 times 

*When using a winged blood collection set for venipuncture and a coagulation (citrate) 
tube is the first specimen tube to be drawn, a discard tube should be drawn first.    8/07

Blue Top Tube
Pt/Ptt
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Blue Top Tube
Pt/Ptt 

Please note: Mixing or pouring-over of blood from one collecting tube to another is strictly 
prohibited and will cause erroneous test results and compromise patient safety. Please note: Mixing or pouring-over of blood from one collecting tube to another is strictly 

prohibited and will cause erroneous test results and compromise patient safety.


